George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was horm near Diamond, Ilissoun to
Woses and Susan Carver abot 1861, George and his rother wete slaves on
the Ivbses Carver farm. There are many stories about his childhood. Iost
helieve he and his mother were kidnapped and taken to Arkansas by night
riders during the Civdl War. The storyis often told that George was justan
infant when he and his mothe r were stolen by night riders. After a long
search, Geoige was found. George was taded back to the Carvers forarace
horse as ransom. When he returmed he had whooping cough. This ke pt him
sickly and prese nted him frora hard labor like other slaves. He spent Iots of
tire in the woods talking to the flowers. Becanse of his ilness his chores
wetre cooking, and sewing. George did love to work in the garden, and he
becarne very interested in plants. He spent moach of his tirne wandering in the
neatby woods collecting flowers and plants.

Lfter the Cvil War, he and his brother James continued to 1ive on the
Carver plantation, where he tanght himself to read. Carver had a strorg desine
1o seek an education. At the age of ten, he left the Carver far to attend
school in Kansas. To support himseIf, he worked asa fanmband, a cook, and a
laundry helper. Carver finished high school and tried to enter Highland
University. He wras refused entrirwhen it was learmed that he washlack
Carver wanted an echication badly Finally at the age of 30, Sirapeon College
in Towa acce pted hirn. He supported hireself by ironing clothes for fellow
students.

After a year at Simpeon College, Carver was accepted af the college
nowr known as Iowa State Unrversity He began his studies in plant and farm
science. In 1896, Carver was the first black Armerican to graduate fror this
school. His thesis was based on the amaryllis plant. Because he was sucha
good student, he was made an instructor. Although Carver taught others, he
continued to complete his studies with plants and soil at lowa State. Clarver
conducted irmportant irvrestigations into several varieties of fungus that were
attacking wheat, sovbeans, oats, blackberries, and mwaple trees. Within two
years, Carver recelved his Ihster's degree.

Because of Carver’s wonds rful work, he was offered many jobe. In
1896, he acce pted the irvitation of Booker T. Washington to teach at Tuskeges
Institute in &labarma. He worked at this faraons Black college for the rest of
his life. Creorge Washington Carver wanted o help his people.

At Tuskegee, Carver developed a system of crop rotation. He planted
a legurae crop (such as peanuts, which replenish minerals in the soil) one year,
followed by a crop of cotton the rext wear. The prpose of crop rotation was
1o keep the soil rich and impeove the harvest. This system became so success-
ful that an oversupplyof peannts resulted. Carver also carme up with more
than two dozen uses for the peanat. Soon, farmers were making more rone ¥
raiging pearurts than harve sting cotton

Carver is most known for his knowdedge of plant chermistry and
studsing the over 300 uses of the pearnt, sreet potatn, sovhear, and clayin
the South. Carver received marer awards in his lifetime. Although he re-
cetved these swards, his life goals never charged. He wanted o rake usefil
products from corenon things, Even though he was fanous, George Wash-
ington Carver remained a simple and religious man. He never maried.
Iloney and other things did not mean much to him. Carver gave his entire life
savings, over $30,000 to science. Carver died January 5, 1943, of anemia, at
Tuskegee Instihrte

This great black American is recognized as one of the finest scientist
the world has ever known. His birthplace in Diavaond Grovee, Iissoun is now
a national monurent. The firet commeraorative stamp was issued on Jan 5,
1948 and postrarked 9:00 & Win Carver's honor by the United 5tates Postal
Service. In 1973, George Washington Carver was the second Black American
tobe elected o the New York University Hall of Fame.
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